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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE | ] 9" CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Houwuse of Representatives

COMMEMORATING THE PENINSULA
HUMANE SOCIETY & SPCA

HON. KEVIN MULLIN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, November 4, 2025

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker. | rise to honor the remarkable
contributions of the Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA to animal
welfare and join in celebrating the 75th anniversary of the organization’s
founding and its great significance to my district.

As a lifelong resident of San Mateo County. | have witnessed the
transformative work of the Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA. Since
its founding in 1950, the Peninsula Humane Society has expanded from
its modest beginning to a new state-of-the-art facility. offering
comprehensive services that go far beyond the traditional role of an
animal shelter. It has expanded to include a Wildlife Care Center opened
in 2024 and a soon-to-open Animal Sanctuary to provide a permanent
home to animals not supported by the current model. The organization
was a trailblazer from the beginning and became a leader in animal
welfare practice and policy. It has grown to be one of the largest humane

organizations in the United States.

The 1970's saw many innovations in animal care begin at the
Society. Educational offerings expanded. with volunteer
PHS/SPCA docents offering humane education in San Mateo County
school classrooms. An education center was established as well. Also in
this decade. PHS/SPCA became the first humane society to have an on-
site spay/neuter clinic, which meant it no longer needed to rely on
outside veterinarians. Wildlife rehabilitation began on site as well.

[n the early 1990's PHS/SPCA was among the first shelters to
offer services for pets belonging to domestic abuse victims and a free
animal behavior helpline for local pet owners. In addition. humane
education offerings expanded to thousands of schoolchildren in San
Mateo County. The now robust and renowned PHS/SPCA behavior and
training program started in the early 2000s. In 2006. the Mobile Spay &
Neuter Program was started, providing free spay and neuter surgeries in
underserved communities. Taking these services out into the community
reduced unwanted or abandoned litters. As more and more organizations
followed suit and offered accessible spay and neuter services. the
number of euthanized animals has vastly decreased. It was in this era
that the foster program began. allowing the Society to take in more
animals. The Kitten Nursery was also founded. which now see hundreds
of orphan kittens taken in and placed in loving homes each year. And
the 100 percent donor-funded Hope Program began. enabling the
Society to provide enhanced behavior and medical support to pets w ho
need it to become ready for adoption

WETE

In 2011. PHS/SPCA opened the Tom and Annette Lantos Center

named after one of this

Congressional District and his wife. This shelter was built to modern

for Compassion. my predecessors in

standards. centered on the best possible animal care and allowing the
public to see and engage more fully with the animals.

The Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA has reduced the number
of animals euthanized in San Mateo County by 99 percent since 1970.
ensuring that nearly every animal brought into one of its facilities finds a
home. It holds monthly pet food drives for low-income residents and
responds to every reported case of animal abuse within San Mateo
County. removing animals from harmful environments and working with
authorities to prosecute their abusers.

The organization also runs an impressive variety of impactful
programs and resources that go beyond the ordinary vaccinations and
microchipping services many other organizations offer. The Peninsula
Humane Society & SPCA offers behavior and training consultations and
classes. continuing care when a pet's owner passes away and family or
friends are unable to take them in, pet loss support groups to help owners
with the death of their pet. wildlife education programs so children of San
Mateo County understand the animals of the place where they live, and
pet-assisted therapy that brings a team with a pet to healthcare and
correctional facilities, drug rehabilitation centers. schools. and libraries
to provide unique therapeutic interaction.

Its open-door policy — welcoming every animal regardless of
health, age. or circumstance — demonstrates a deep and abiding
commitment to compassion and leading to the organization rescuing
4.093 animals in 2024 alone. Whether it is a lost pet or an injured wild
animal. the Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA answers the call with
expertise and care. In 2024, the great work of the PHS/SPCA is reflected
in the nearly 150.000 volunteer hours given by members of the
community who walked dogs 17.000 times. cleaned wildlife enclosures.
played with Kittens. and bottle-fed baby animals —equivalent of the work
of 69 full-time employees.

[ am proud that the Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA is part of
the 15th Congressional District. The 75th anniversary of the Peninsula
Humane Society & SPCA is not just a celebration of the past — it is a
powerful reminder of the good we can do when we lead with compassion.
On this day. let us honor its leggey gnd thank all those who have
contributed to its mission.
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