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Santa Clara Co.: Hawk Shot With Bb
Gun Makes Full Recovery, Released
Back Into Wild After Surgery
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A red-shouldered hawk that was shot with a BB gun in San Jose, Calif., and left
unable to fly has been released back into the wilc ~fF v 1N winnla Af rahahilitatian
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A red-shouldered hawk that was shot with a BB gun and left unable to fly has
been released back into the wild after 10 weeks of rehabilitation, the Peninsula

Humane Society & SPCA said.

The bird was reportedly found in late July sitting on a picnic table in a San Jose
park, wounded and struggling to move. It was taken to the PHS/SPCA's wildlife
intake center in San Jose and later transferred to the arganization's new Wildlife
Care Center in Saratoga, where veterinarians di

hawk's head and signs of lead poisoning.
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A X-ray revealed that the hawk had an open wound at the top of her head,

swelling around her right eye, and was in very poor condition.

Veterinarians performed the first-ever surgery at the new facility to remove the
BB pellet. Although the procedure was successful, the hawk initially lost vision in
her right eye, which is a potentially fatal injury for a bird that relies on sharp sight

to hunt.

Over two months of treatment and recovery, th
to normal. She was then moved to the center's
regained her strength and flight skills before be

San Jose, the PHS/SPCA said Thursday.
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"We are thrilled to report she fully recovered, and her vision returned to normal,”
said Colleen Crowley, PHS/SPCA communications manager. “The hawk spent the

last few weeks in the Wildlife Care Center raptor aviaries amongst the trees.

Got a tip? Send us the scoop.

The organization explained that its goal is always to minimize human contact

with wildlife and return rehabilitated animals to their natural habitats.

The PHS/SPCA urges the public to report any injured or orphaned wild animals
by calling (650) 340-7022.

Copyright © 2025 Bay City News, Inc. All rights reserved. Republication,
rebroadcast or redistribution without the express written consent of Bay City
News, Inc. is prohibited. Bay City News is a 24/7 news service covering the

greater Bay Area.
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