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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 20, 2020
Raccoons cause a stir by breaking into a Redwood City bank
Redwood City, CA— Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA (PHS/SPCA) responded to a call this
morning regarding two juvenile raccoons who were found inside a bank in Redwood City,
California. The bank was closed to the public at the time.
“It’s not every day an animal organization gets called to deal with a bank break in, but since the
bank robbers were masked bandits of the wildlife kind, we were indeed the appropriate
responders,” said PHS/SPCA’s Communications Manager Buffy Martin Tarbox. “The bank
managers let our rescue staff into the bank, and after about ten minutes of chasing the raccoons
around the bank, we were finally able to safely shoo them outside. They apparently didn’t want
to leave the bank.”
PHS/SPCA was notified of the raccoon intruders by a man who was using the ATM machine
early this morning. At first, he thought he was seeing a stuffed animal on top of a desk inside the
bank, but then he saw the animal move and realized he was staring directly at a live raccoon and
called PHS/SPCA.
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“There were muddy pawprints on a tree outside the bank, so we suspect the raccoons climbed the
tree to the roof of the bank, and then somehow managed to crawl into the air ducts and fell
through the ceiling tiles onto the floor of the bank,” according to Tarbox. “There were several
broken ceiling tiles, and the masked bandits knocked papers around and even a computer over.
Thankfully the raccoons were not injured during their morning escapade, and to our knowledge
they didn’t abscond with any money.”
PHS/SPCA Animal Rescue & Control rescues thousands of wildlife and domestic animals every
single year.

Photos are courtesy of PHS/SPCA.
About the Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA
The Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA (PHS/SPCA) is a local, private, non-profit charitable organization
dedicated to animal welfare. Among our major programs, PHS/SPCA adopts fully 100% of the healthy dogs and
cats in our care and also, through our charitably funded Hope Program, makes well and finds homes for thousands of
animals who come to us sick, injured, or too young to survive without supportive care. PHS/SPCA is truly an open
admission shelter, not only accepting many pet animals who might be refused at other shelters, but also taking care
of injured and orphaned native wildlife from San Francisco through San Mateo and the northern half of Santa Clara
County. Our work means 5,700 lives saved each year. Please visit www.phs-spca.org to learn about all our programs
and services, ways to help our animals and special events.
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