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Two pet ducks who survived the CZU Lightning Complex Fires 

are available for adoption at Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA 

 

San Mateo, CA—A pair of pet ducks who survived for eleven days in the active fire and 

evacuation zones during the CZU Lightning Complex Fires are now available for adoption at 

Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA (PHS/SPCA).   

 

“Forest and Meadow are true survivors of the recent destructive wildfires.  They lived with their 

owner who was evacuated due to the fires, but he wasn’t able to evacuate with them,” said 

PHS/SPCA’s Communication Manager Buffy Martin Tarbox. “For eleven days the ducks 

avoided the fire and smoke, foraging for food and water sources until we were able to rescue 

them on August 31 with the assistance of other agencies who provided an escort into the 

evacuated zone.” 

 

Forest and Meadow are a bonded pair of ducks. Forest is a male Mallard duck and Meadow is 

female Peking duck. The owner of the ducks lost his home in the fires and made the difficult 

decision to surrender the duo to PHS/SPCA who pledged to re-home the ducks together. The 

adoption fee for the pair is $20.  

 

 
 

“It is truly a miracle these birds survived everything.  Since they are pet ducks, they are not used 

to having to fend for themselves in the wild, and especially in the middle of a raging wildfire,” 

according to Tarbox.  “They were covered in soot and ash, dehydrated, underweight and quite 

hungry when they arrived at our shelter. But Forest and Meadow are doing much better now and 

ready for a new home.” 
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In an effort to help control the spread of COVID-19, PHS/SPCA is open for adoptions by 

appointment only.  Those interested in meeting Forest and Meadow need to call 650-340-7022 to 

schedule an appointment.  

 

PHS/SPCA provided safe shelter for 98 companion animals for San Mateo County residents who 

we evacuated from the fire zones. Many of these animals have since been reunited with their 

families.  

 

Photos are courtesy of PHS/SPCA. 

 
About the Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA 

The Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA (PHS/SPCA) is a local, private, non-profit charitable organization dedicated to animal 

welfare. Among our major programs, PHS/SPCA adopts fully 100% of the healthy dogs and cats in our care and also, through 

our charitably funded Hope Program, makes well and finds homes for thousands of animals who come to us sick, injured, or too 

young to survive without supportive care. PHS/SPCA is truly an open admission shelter, not only accepting many pet animals 

who might be refused at other shelters, but also taking care of injured and orphaned native wildlife from San Francisco through 

San Mateo and the northern half of Santa Clara County. Our work means 5,700 lives saved each year. Please visit www.phs-

spca.org to learn about all our programs and services, ways to help our animals and special events. 
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