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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 29, 2020  

Joint rescue operation saves five kittens from inside fire truck  

at San Mateo Fire Academy 

San Mateo, CA –Five tiny kittens were saved through a joint rescue operation between Peninsula 

Humane Society & SPCA (PHS/SPCA) and the San Mateo Consolidated Fire Department at the 

Fire Academy in Foster City. 

“We received a call from the San Mateo Consolidated Fire Department who had discovered a 

litter of kittens who were living inside the hose compartment of a fire engine truck at their 

training facility in Foster City,” said PHS/SPCA Communications Manager Buffy Martin 

Tarbox. “With the assistance of the fire department staff, we were able to safely rescue all five of 

the little kittens from the engine.” 

The kittens are estimated to be about three to four weeks old and were taken to PHS/SPCA for 

evaluation and treatment. Because the kittens are motherless and under-aged, they will be placed 

in a foster home with a PHS/SPCA volunteer until they are old enough to be adopted. 

“The mom was no where to be found, and it was unsafe to leave the kittens tucked in the hoses 

of a fire truck engine,” according to Tarbox.  “The kittens appear to be in good health, and it’s a 

miracle they were found before the truck was used for fire safety training courses.” 

These kittens are just five of the more than 5,700 animals PHS/SPCA rescues every single year.  
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Photos are courtesy of PHS/SPCA and San Mateo Consolidated Fire Department. 

  

About The Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA 

The Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA (PHS/SPCA) is a local, private, non-profit charitable organization dedicated to animal 

welfare. Among our major programs, PHS/SPCA adopts fully 100% of the healthy dogs and cats in our care and also, through 

our charitably funded Hope Program, makes well and finds homes for thousands of animals who come to us sick, injured, or too 

young to survive without supportive care. PHS/SPCA is truly an open admission shelter, not only accepting many pet animals 

who might be refused at other shelters, but also taking care of injured and orphaned native wildlife from San Francisco through 

San Mateo and the northern half of Santa Clara County. Our work means 5,700 lives saved each year. Please visit www.phs-

spca.org to learn about all our programs and services, ways to help our animals and special events. 
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