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January 4, 2019 

 

Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA Seeks Special Adopters 

For Miracle Cat Who Survived Ingesting Rat Poison 

 

Burlingame, CA—The Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA (PHS/SPCA) is seeking special 

adopters to provide a safe, indoor-only home to a seven month old female cat named Millie who 

survived possible ingestion of bromethalin, a toxin found in over-the-counter rodenticide. 

 

“Millie was found as stray by a Good Samaritan on October 2, 2018 at his place of work in 

Menlo Park.  He recognized immediately the cat was very sick and brought her to us,” said 

PHS/SCPA’s Communications Manager Buffy Martin Tarbox.  “She was completely comatose, 

and over the following days had intermittent seizures.  She was in such bad shape we didn’t 

expect her to survive, but with our specialized care she did.” 

 

Expert veterinary staff at PHS/SPCA found her symptoms to be consistent with bromethalin, a 

toxin commonly used to eradicate rodents.  Bromethalin is highly toxic with no known antidote, 

and survival rate in cats is extremely low. The poison causes fluid to accumulate in the brain and 

spinal cord, resulting in severe swelling of tissues and can cause weakness, wobbling, seizures, 

coma and even death.  

 

“Millie is truly a miracle cat,” according to Tarbox.  “We provided her plenty of fluids, intense 

supportive care, and thankfully she began to improve.  Because of the poison, Millie has sight 

impairment and will likely never be a neurologically normal cat.  She wobbles a bit, and has 

problems jumping and climbing. But she requires no treatment, and is very friendly. There is a 

possibility her neurological issues may improve in a stable and loving home environment.” 

 

Millie is seven months old, spayed, vaccinated, microchipped and will only be adopted to 

individual(s) committed to keeping her as an indoor-only cat.  She would do best in a quiet and 

stable household with no small children. 

 

“Despite her rough beginning, Millie is a very sweet and gentle cat,” said Tarbox.  
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People interested in meeting with Millie can visit PHS/SPCA at 1450 Rollins Road in 

Burlingame.  Her adoption fee is $80. 

 
About the Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA 

 

The Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA (PHS/SPCA) is a local, private, non-profit charitable organization 

dedicated to animal welfare. Among our major programs, PHS/SPCA adopts fully 100% of the healthy dogs and 

cats in our care and also, through our charitably funded Hope Program, makes well and finds homes for thousands of 

animals who come to us sick, injured, or too young to survive without supportive care. PHS/SPCA is truly an open 

admission shelter, not only accepting many pet animals who might be refused at other shelters, but also taking care 

of injured and orphaned native wildlife from San Francisco through San Mateo and the northern half of Santa Clara 

County. Our work means 6,300 lives saved each year. Please visit www.phs-spca.org to learn about all our programs 

and services, ways to help our animals and special events. 
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