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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 4, 2018 

 

Iguana from Mexico Stows Away to California in a Bikini Top 

 

Burlingame, CA—A woman returning to Foster City from a vacation in Cancun, Mexico 

received a surprise when she unpacked her suitcase.  A baby spiny-tailed Iguana had accidentally 

stowed away in her bikini top.  She immediately brought the animal to the Peninsula Humane 

Society & SPCA (PHS/SCPA).  The incident occurred on August 5.  

 

“She had put her bathing suit out to dry on the balcony of her hotel room, and the next morning, 

packed up her belongings in her suitcase,” said PHS/SPCA Communications Manager Buffy 

Martin Tarbox.  “Unbeknownst to her, a baby iguana had decided to nest in her bathing suit and 

accidentally hitch hiked to California.” 

 

Spiny-tailed iguanas are native to Mexico and Central America.  They are not a threatened 

species and are a common sight in Mexico.  Spiny-tailed iguanas range in size from 10 inches to 

five feet.  They live on average between 15-25 years.  

 

“Since it was a wild animal who self-imported to California, we reached out to the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife and the USDA to determine the best course of action with this 

iguana,” according to Tarbox.  “We were advised that no mandatory quarantine was necessary 

and he didn’t need to be returned to Mexico.  After treating him for dehydration, he was 

transported to an animal sanctuary which specializes in such reptiles by the woman who found 

him.”  

 

It’s common for animals to accidentally stow away in camping gear and clothing.  PHS/SPCA 

recommends carefully shaking out gear and clothing before packing to avoid inadvertently 

transporting animals from their native areas.  

 

 
 
About the Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA 

 
The Peninsula Humane Society & SPCA (PHS/SPCA) is a local, private, non-profit charitable organization 

dedicated to animal welfare. Among our major programs, PHS/SPCA adopts fully 100% of the healthy dogs and 

cats in our care and also, through our charitably funded Hope Program, makes well and finds homes for thousands of 
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animals who come to us sick, injured, or too young to survive without supportive care. PHS/SPCA is truly an open 

admission shelter, not only accepting many pet animals who might be refused at other shelters, but also taking care 

of injured and orphaned native wildlife from San Francisco through San Mateo and the northern half of Santa Clara 

County. Our work means 6,300 lives saved each year. Please visit www.phs-spca.org to learn about all our programs 

and services, ways to help our animals and special events. 
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